CLOSING PRAYER
P: Gracious God, we are grateful for these holy moments to gather
around the cross and be surrounded by your love and grace. Thank
you for hearing our prayers...both those spoken and unspoken. We
entrust ourselves and all for whom we have prayed to you and ask that
you would be our guide as we continue our walk with you.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
P: Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. I do not
give as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not
let them be afraid.” May the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.
Congregation departs in silence in respect of those who wish to remain
in prayer…

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:00am Worship/Communion | 8:30am Worship/Communion
9:45am Worship/Communion | 11:00am Worship/Communion
SUMMER WORSHIP (MEMORIAL DAY - LABOR DAY)
Saturdays: 5:00pm (Sanctuary)
Sundays: 8:30am (Sanctuary), 10:00am (Legacy of the Lakes Museum
- rain or shine!), 10:30am (Carlos State Park)
NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC AND WORSHIP
Wednesday, May 1 | 5:00-7:30pm | FLC Parking Lot
There will be a bounce house, games, live music, and food.
5:00pm: brats and root beer floats | 6:15pm: worship
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and come as you are!
ORGAN AND HYMN FESTIVAL & POTLUCK
Saturday, May 11 | 5:00pm | Sanctuary
This special service will highlight our organ and the gift of music at
FLC. You are welcome to join us for the congregational potluck dinner
in the Fellowship Hall following this celebration. This is a historic year
at First Lutheran as we transition from this church home to our new
church home.
ALL SCHOOL COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL REUNION
Sunday, May 19 | 2:00-4:00pm | FLC Playground
Everyone is invited (including all current and past Community
Preschool students, graduates and staff) to join us as we celebrate the
preschool's 40th year association with First Lutheran Church!
NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
Monday, May 20 | 6:30-7:30pm | Family Room
Please join us if you are interested in membership at First Lutheran or
just interested in learning more about our ministry and congregation.
Sign up at the Welcome Center by Sunday, May 19th. Light snack will
be provided. Childcare will be available.

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE
Welcome to First Lutheran Church, where faith and life
meet!
OUR MISSION
First Lutheran is a vibrant Christian community committed
to connecting faith and life for people of all ages through
worship, learning, and serving in Jesus’ name.
MORE INFORMATION
Volunteers and staff are available before and after
worship services to assist you. Children’s bulletins and
Worship Bags are available for use at the back of the
Sanctuary. Our Lil’ Kingdom Kids/Nursery is open and
staffed during the 8:30am, 9:45am and 6:15pm worship. It
is open for use but unstaffed at the 11:00am worship
service. It is located on the preschool level of the building
in the Rainbow Room.
LEARN MORE AT
FIRSTLUTHERANALEXANDRIA.COM/EVENTS
or stop by the Welcome Center for our Weekly or Monthly
Calendar.
PRAYER REQUESTS | HOSPITAL VISITS
If you have a prayer request or if you or a loved one are
hospitalized and would like a visit, please call or email the
church office at 320-762-2196 or
admin@firstlutheranalexandria.com.
*Please note that hospital visitor restrictions are currently in place due
to the spike in Influenza cases.

GIVING
Offering envelopes are located in each pew. You can also
give by texting 320.500.6014 or by visiting us online at
firstlutheranalexandria.com/your-gift.
OUR WORSHIP LEADERS
Greg Billberg, Lead Pastor
Kari van Wakeren, Associate Pastor
Ben Jacobson, Associate Pastor
Randy Morken, Director of Music and Liturgy

822 Douglas Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320.762.2196
Emergency After Hours Phone Number: 320.219.5492
For more information, visit us online at firstlutheranalexandria.com.

GOOD FRIDAY
SATURDAY
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4.19.19 | 6:15PM 12.2.18

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tonight we gather to hear the passion story, to pray for the life of the
world, and to meditate on the life-giving cross. Tonight’s service includes
singing, scripture, silence, and time to center ourselves in prayer.
Towards the end of our worship, an invitation is given for individuals,
couples, friends, or families to come to the front, light a candle and kneel
or be seated for prayer. “Prayers Around the Cross” is an invitation to
reflect, remember one another and pray for the world.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND INVOCATION
P: We worship in the name of the Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: This evening we gather around the cross. We come to remember and
give thanks for Christ’s love for each one of us. We come also to find
strength and hope. It is good that we have set this time aside where we
meet as God’s people, beneath the cross of Jesus. As we worship
tonight, there will be times of intentional silence to help us slow down
and center our thoughts. May God bless these moments that we share
together.
P: Gracious God,
C: Our sins are too heavy for us to carry, too real for us to hide, and too
deep for us to undo ourselves. Forgive us for those things which we
have left undone, and those things we have done that have hurt or
bruised another. Grant us the grace and mercy to grow more and more
in your likeness, through Jesus. Amen.
P: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. He has not dealt with us according to our
sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as high as the
heavens are above the earth, so great is his loving kindness toward
those who fear Him. As far as the East is from the West, so far has he
removed our transgressions from us.
C: Amen.
GATHERING SONG
Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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GREETING
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER
P: God,
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FOR MORE EVENTS AND INFO, VISIT FIRSTLUTHERANALEXANDRIA.COM/EVENTS
C: by your tender compassion, your Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, that the world might know your love. Your Son willingly
was betrayed and suffered death on the cross, on our behalf. Be
present with us now, we pray. Turn our hearts in trust toward you,
and in love toward one another, through Jesus Christ we pray,
Amen.

PRAYERS AROUND THE CROSS
Jesus invites us, “Come unto me all who are weary and heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” Tonight we take these moments to place our
burdens and the burdens of the world into God’s strong and faithful
hands. Throughout the remainder of the service, there will be times of
silence, times when we sing, and time for us to pray.

SPECIAL MUSIC
His Grace Will Lead Us Through

SONGS
O Lord, Hear My Prayer
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
When I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer:
Come and listen to Me.

Gospel 4+

SCRIPTURE READING
Gospel Reading: Luke 23:26-43
The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Come and Fill Our Hearts
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.
You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia.

REFLECTION Pastor Greg Billberg
Silence is kept for reflection...
SONG
Were You There? (vs. 1, 4-5)
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OFFERING We return to God a portion of our blessings.
OFFERING PRAYER
P: God our provider,
C: you do not feed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and
life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your
bounty, thorugh Christ our Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
INVITATION TO THE CROSS
During this time of prayer, we offer ourselves physically, mentally,
and spiritually on behalf of that for which we pray. We pray for
ourselves and others, for broken relationships and for our broken
world. When we do not know how to pray, the Spirit intercedes for
us with sighs too deep for words to express.
As we begin this time of intentional prayer, you may pray where you
are, but you are also invited to come forward and pray. You may
kneel or stand, or be seated around the cross. If you would like
someone to support you in your prayer, sit in one of the chairs
provided.
When you are finished praying or as you begin praying, you can
take an unlit candle, light it from a candle that is already lit, and then
place it in the sand. The candles are visible
signs
of our silent
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ask that you do so silently.

Hear Our Prayer
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer,
Lord, make us whole:
Peace to all people, hope for each soul.
God of grace, in this place,
Hear now our prayer.
I Love You Lord
I love you Lord, and I lift my voice
To worship You, O my soul rejoice.
Take joy, my King, in what you hear,
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.
Open My Eyes Lord
Open our eyes, Lord; we want to see Jesus
To reach out and touch him
And say that we love him
Open our ears, Lord; and help us to listen,
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
Lord, to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Jesus, Remember Me
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

CONNECT WITH US! | FACEBOOK.COM/FIRSTLUTHERANALEXANDRIAMN

(320)762-2196

